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JANUARY 2020 

The Same Same But Different Committee 

At the AGM on 17 November 2019 the 2019/20 committee were 
elected unopposed. You may notice the committee members are 
almost the same as last year. Jeremy Chin has stepped down from 
the committee and we welcome Mervyn Chin as our new Temple 
Officer. Mikayla Chin is absent from the photo below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President:           Austin Chin 
Vice President:  Daryl Chin 
Treasurer:           Roland Chin (Also Public Officer) 
Secretary:           Jade Schembri 
  

General Committee members: 
Andrew Chin   Dennis Low 
Desmond Yuen   Lynette Tam 
Mikayla Chin   Natasha Yuen 
Nathan Tam   Randall Chin 
Stephen Pearson   Tina Griffiths 
Chinese Secretary:          Daniel Chow 
Public officer:                   Roland Chin 
 

Other Posts: 
Temple Affairs Officer:                       Mervyn Chin 
NT Chinese Museum Coordinator:  Neville Jones 
CWS Seniors Coordinator:                 Melanie Chin and 
       Aunty Leila Chin 
Auditor:   Eddie Lai 
Patrons:   Richard ( Dick) Griffiths and Uncle Alfie On OAM 
 
Dennis Low has stood down as Temple Affairs Officer (TAO), his 
 dedicated work as the TAO for the past several years was greatly 
appreciated. However he will still be involved in assisting Mervyn 
Chin who has come back on again as TAO. The Temple is an 
 important part of our Chung Wah Society. 

2019 Bill Wong Award 

congratulations to Neville 
Jones, this year’s recipient of 
the Bill Wong Award. Neville 
has put a lot of energy and 
time into the running of our  
museum. His involvement in 
managing our museum has 
been outstanding. Presented 
by Mrs Rosemary Wong. 

Upcoming events 

Sun 19 January  
Cleaning of Temple 
9.00am -3.00pm 
 

Sat 25 January  
New Year 
Service at Temple 
midnight Fri 24 Jan  
 

Tue 28 January 
Hoy Yin 
Service at Temple 
midnight Sun 27 Jan 
 

Sun 2 February 
Yook Wong Di 
Service at Temple 8.00 am 
 

Sun 9 February 
Chin Lo Kwan 
Service at Temple 8.00am 



www.chungwahnt.asn.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October 1940, young Chinese sportsmen and women, who had often been turned away by “European 
only” sporting clubs, revived the Darwin Chinese Recreation Club (DCRC). This had been formed in the 
early 1920’s but had been largely inactive throughout the depression years. Charles See Kee (President), 
Charles Fong (Treasurer) and Albert Fong (Secretary) formed the executive and a  
constitution was written.  
 
The aims and objectives of the revived club, which were written into the constitution and later formed 
the basis of the Chung Wah Society’s constitution.  
 
Only Chinese residents were eligible to join in the pre-war years, but this rule was later relaxed and  
non-Chinese were able to join. Members entered the sporting arena against Europeans in a variety of 
sports including basketball, tennis and baseball.  
 
The DCRC was also active in organising social events for the young Chinese-arranging social dances and 
picnics. They used the premises which became known as the “Stone House” in Cavenagh Street. The 
Young Chinese did well on the sport-ing field and showed that their sporting prowess was equal to that 
of the Europeans.  
 
DCRC members also began building a basketball court on the property now occupied by the RSL Club in 
Cavenagh Street, but unfortunately war came before it could be used. American servicemen  
completed the court during the war and it was used for a short time by DCRC members (basketball and 
netball) in the post war years.  
 
After the war, Chinese families gradually returned and rebuilt their businesses. Many things were  
however different. The Chinatown of the past was now gone and most surviving buildings in Chinatown 
were demolished under orders from the government. The Chinese were no longer  concentrated in one 
area, but dispersed throughout the city and surrounding suburbs.  
 
Attitudes also changed and the Chinese community realised there was strength in unity. They decided it 
was time to unite under one parent body and so the Chung Wah Society was formed in 1946,  
however the first executive committee wasn’t elected until 1949 with Albert Fong as President, Leung 
Sing Noy as Chinese Secretary, Charles Fong On as General Secretary and George Lim as Treasurer.  
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Although the Chung Wah Society was established in 1946, we recognise 1949 as a significant year,  
as this was when the first Executive Committee was elected.  
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Jeremy Chin 

Jeremy has 
stood down 
from the 
committee 
to spend 
more time 
with his 
family. We 
are in 
deeply in 

debt to Jeremy for his 
incredible passion and contri-
bution to the new Woods 
Street Wall Project, however 
we are sure he will be helping 
out in finishing the Project.  

Tanya Fong Lim 
Tanya has been  appointed  

Deputy Chief Judge of the Local 
Court and will be sworn in 

on 23 December 2019. 

 
 

 

Brandon Ting 
Congratulations to Brandon Ting 
for being one of the Top 20 
students to complete the  
NT Certificate of Education and 
Training 2019.  

 

KUNG HEE FATT CHOY 

The Board of Management  

wish all our members, friends and supporters  

a Happy and Prosperous New Year of the Rat in 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Lunar New Year of 2020 falls on January 25th (Saturday), and the festival will last to February 8, 

about 15 days in total. 2020 is a Year of the Rat and according to Chinese zodiac, therefore 2020 is a year 

of new beginnings for the Chinese Zodiac signs.  

As per Cultural Tradition, there will be a ceremony held at the Temple on New Years Eve, Friday  

24 January, to welcome in the New Year of the Rat.  

The Ceremony will start at 11.15pm and will finish at approx. an Hour after midnight (1.00am)  

Everyone is Welcome to attend.  
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Wonderful Volunteers from our 
Seniors Group. 
 
Many thanks to our Sponsor's Trish 
and Stanley Chin from Alfreds Gift 
Store for the generous donation of 
a lovely Eel Skin Handbag for our 
Major Christmas Raffle. The lucky 
winner was Reg Prasad.  
 
The Seniors Group will  
recommence on Friday 7 February 
2020. 

Happy Birthday Reg  

Reg Prasad, a member of our Seniors  group, turned 90 on 13 December. 
Reg’s facebook profile reads “retired medical doctor  

enjoying single lifestyle in tropical Darwin”   
 

We wish you many more birthdays to come Reg.  

Seniors Christmas Party 

 

The Seniors Christmas Party was held 
on Friday 13 December with 
112 people in attendance.  
 
Great food, fun and friendship for all.  

A special thank you to  the Honourable Paul Kirby MLA  
for the delicious Christmas Cake which was enjoyed by all. 
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Children’s Christmas Party  
 
The Annual Children’s Christmas Party was held on Sunday 8th of December 2019, with 44 children on 
the “nice” list this year! 
 
Even on a steamy hot day, all the kids enjoyed an afternoon on the jumping castle, playing arts and crafts, 
having a dip in the wading pools and even finding some time to “help” their parents prepare for 
Christmas with our new Christmas preparation relay game. Unfortunately Jason the reindeer crashed the 
sleigh on the way to Chung Wah from the North Pole and he was banished back to the stables. But luckily 
our loud caroling brought Santa along with some great presents for all the kids. 
 
Congratulations to our raffle winners: 
 
1st Prize: Monica Tan 
Territory Themed Book Hamper donated by The Hon Lauren Moss MLA 
 
2nd Prize: Nguyet Vu 
$100 Lazy Susan’s Dinner Voucher donated by The Hon Paul Kirby MLA 
 
3rd Prize: Di Trimble 
5 Pass Visit Voucher to Flip Out donated by United Realty NT, Frank Schembri 
 
4th Prize: Andrew Chin 
5 Pass Visit Voucher to Flip Out donated by United Realty NT, Frank Schembri 
 
5th Prize: Amelia Tam 
Ramp Racer Toy and Banner Flag donated by Alfreds Gift Store, Stanley and Simmy Chin 
 
Thank you to all of Santa’s shopping, carollers and kitchen hand elves! And to all of those above for 
donating such lovely prizes. And of course to Santa for making a special trip to Chung Wah! 
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Chung Wah Society would like to acknowledge our generous supporters 

WANTED - Hard Workers to assist with preparations for the CNY Festival 

WAGES - Love of Chung Wah Society      PLACE - CWS Hall, Monday 20 January 2020, 6.00 pm 

If you are happy to get your hands dirty, we need you.   


