ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE PRESIDENT FOR 2008-09

INTRODUCTION
In this, the 60th Anniversary of the founding of the Chung Wah Society, it is appropriate that I
introduce my Tenth Annual Report of the Society, acknowledging and paying tribute to our
forefathers who had the vision, foresight and the determination to create and to bring to life,
an organisation that has served the Chinese community of Darwin so well for sixty years.
The Chung Wah Society came into being from the amalgamation of several smaller Chinese
social and sporting clubs that existed in Darwin since the 1920s and probably earlier and it was
on 12 December 1949 that the first Executive Committee was elected. The names of the
Founding Committee have now been formally recognised and honoured in our newly
established Honour Boards that are on display in the Hall.
Sitting here today in this wonderful air-conditioned community hall for our meeting is certainly
a far cry to those early days when meetings were often held in war damaged buildings, in
restaurants after hours and even in members’ homes. Today, we enjoy the fruits of their labour.
In the first 10 years of the Society’s existence,
1 the Temple that had been damaged and looted during the war years was completely
rebuilt;
2 the tennis court, built by voluntary labour was completed in 1954; and
3 Darwin’s first post-war community hall known as the Chung Wah Hall was built in 1955.
They were extraordinary achievements, given that the Chinese population about that time
numbered less than one thousand.
Since those early days, the Society has grown not only in stature with the wider community, but
it has also expanded in terms of its physical assets. But it is always much easier to build on
something than to start from nothing. And that is what we, in the later generations have done.
We have built on what our forefathers started with the hope that those who come after us will
do the same to further enhance and project the Society into the future for another sixty years
and more.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2008-09.
60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
On 3rd September 2009, a special dinner was hosted by our Patron, Dick Griffiths, for
Life Members or their surviving family members. Whilst 48 members have been
awarded Life Memberships since 1978, there has been no collective recognition of
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their contributions. It was thought very appropriate that in its 60th year, the Society
hosts a special dinner with the unveiling of an Honour Board with all the names of the
Life Members listed. This would be a small but befitting celebration and
acknowledgement of their contributions. At the same time, another Honour Board
listing the 1949 Founding Committee and all the Presidents of the Society was also
unveiled.
On Friday 4th September, a special cocktail reception was held for the general
members to view the Honour Boards before they were mounted in their permanent
position.

Life Members’ Honour Board (L) and Founding Committee/Presidents Board.(R)

TEMPLE AFFAIRS
Since the restoration of the Temple after the fire in November 2007, the Temple resumed its
normal activities for the whole of the 2008-09 year without disruption. A guest Feng Shui
practitioner from Malaysia visited the Temple and made suggestions to improve the Temple’s
feng shui as well as selecting a suitable site for the placement of a statue of Quan Yin
(Goddess of Mercy), generously donated by Mr. Desmond Fong to the Temple.
Several requests were received during the year for weddings to be performed in the Temple
grounds. These were permitted on the understanding that the ceremony would not be
permitted inside the Temple proper.
Our sincere thanks to all the willing volunteers who gave their time to organise and participate
in the Temple’s festivities throughout the year.
LION AND DRAGON DANCE TROUPE
Apart from the Annual Chinese New Year Street Blessings and the visit to Alice Springs, the Lion
Dance Troupe has been kept busy with increasing requests for special blessings, appearances
and performances throughout the year. Despite the fact that the Troupe lost a number of
experienced dancers this year through their attendance at southern universities, the Troupe
has maintained its numbers through intensive recruitment and training of the younger
generations, especially girls as musicians. The once dubbed “Lion Cubs” of yesteryears have
now grown into a well trained and adept group that is starting to make its mark on the more
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complex performances.
The highlight activity of the Troupe this year was anything but performing. Lion Troupe
members, co-ordinated by Kathleen Chong Fong, organised a very successful fund raising
“Yum Cha” at the Chung Wah Hall for the Victorian Bush Fires Appeal. Over 280 people from
the Chinese and wider community attended and the event raised over $8,500. The
Management Committee supplemented this amount to make it up to $10,000 which was
donated through the Bendigo Chinese Association for distribution to those affected by the
fires.
.

Part of the 280 crowd at the Yum Cha for
the Victorian Bushfires Appeal.
A sumptuous lunch was prepared by
Danny Yeum of “Tasty House”

In addition to the usual round of Chinese New Year blessings and performances, the Troupe
was in high demand throughout the year ranging from business openings, special sporting
events such as the Arafura Games, Dragon Boat Regattas, International Food Fairs and Public
Markets, and social events such as weddings (4), birthday parties (3) and at several
Government sponsored events. The list goes on.
During the year, pieces of musical items were purchased from overseas. For the younger
group, two smaller Lion heads were purchased from China and arrived in time for the Chinese
New Year activities..These were awakened in the Temple by two elders of the community Mr
Sung Ki Lee and Mr Jimmy Hoe. They are now in full use as part of the Troupe’s growing
number of heads.
Our thanks to David Chin and Nathan Tam who, as co-ordinators of the Troupe, have
managed throughout the year and, with the assistance from some of the “Dad’s Army” at the
Saturday training workshops, have welded the Troupe into a close knit and well performing
group. The support of the NT Government in sponsoring the airfares to allow the Troupe to visit
Alice Springs is also gratefully acknowledged and appreciated. Without this valued
sponsorship it would not be possible to continue to support the Chinese community in Alice
Springs over the Chinese New Year.

3 of 6

The CWS Lion and Dragon Dance Group around
The 2 Stone Lions and Dragon.

DONATION OF TWO STONE LIONS AND DRAGON
VISIT OF CHINESE AMBASSADOR
After twelve months in customs and quarantine, the two stone lions and a dragon that were
gifts from the Chinese Embassy in Canberra, were finally installed at the Chung Wah Hall on 29
May 2009. This was followed by, on 31 May 2009, a special dinner held at the Hall in honour of
His Excellency, the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China in Australia, Mr.ZHANG
Jumsai who came to Darwin especially for the occasion. About 120 guests from all Chinese
organizations were present. During the evening, a special presentation was made on behalf of
the Chinese community and the Chung Wah Society to His Excellency to commemorate his
inaugural visit to the Northern Territory.
CHARLES SEE KEE AWARD - 2009
In March 2009, the President, Mr. Adam Lowe, was presented with a Charles See Kee Award
for "outstanding contribution and leadership in promoting multiculturalism and harmony in the
Northern Territory."
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The President receiving his Award from the
Minister Assisting the Chief Minister on
Multicultural Affairs, the Hon Malarndirri
McCarthy MLA during the Harmony Day
Reception at Parliament House
This Award follows on a similar award bestowed
on the Chung Wah Lion and Dragon Dance
Group in 2007.

CHINESE NEW YEAR BANQUET-2009
On 7 February 2009, the traditional Chinese New Year Banquet "came home" to Chung Wah
Hall after decades of being held at locations throughout the city from the old Town Hall, the
new Civic Centre Gardens, Hotels and in recent years at the Casino. The Management
Committee decided to hold the Banquet at the expanded Chung Wah Hall. And what a
success it was. Over 200 people attended. Catering was by Danny Yeum of the Tasty House
and the whole evening was planned and co-ordinated by Tina Griffiths with a string of willing
helpers.
The event was extremely well received with very favourable comments. It seems most likely
that the Banquet will be held at Chung Wah Hall again next year.

NT CHINESE MUSEUM
For the first time in many years, it was possible to open the Museum to the public on 7 days a
week, although the hours were still limited to four hours (10.00am - 2.00pm) each day. This was
made possible by the willingness of a small number of members who volunteered their time.
Quite a number of school classes visited the Museum and Temple as part of their Asian studies.
Thank you to Dennis Low and James Ko for helping out with talks to the school children on the
Temple and thank you to those volunteers who staffed the Museum.
TRANSLATION OF CHINESE MINUTES
A book of minutes of the Chung Wah Society written in Chinese was found in papers held by
the previous Secretary Mr Bill Wong OAM and was placed on display at the Chinese Museum.
The minutes covered the period from 1949 - 1958. The Hong Kong Club agreed to translate the
minutes into English and when completed will form part of the Chung Wah Society's official
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records. So far the minutes of four meetings have been translated.
The minutes have provided valuable information on such things as to who comprised the
Founding Committee of the Society when it was formed in 1949 and some of the issues that
the Society dealt with in its early days. They also listed other members of the community who
attended the meetings from time to time. Without these invaluable documents, there would
have been a gap in our knowledge of the first ten years of our Society.
I would like to thank Joe Yick, Stephen Chow, Foster Lau and Kim Leung of the Hong Kong
Club for agreeing to donate their time to undertake the tedious but rewarding project.
SENIORS' GROUP
The Seniors' Group continued to meet every second Friday. As in previous years, the Group
engaged in various activities such as singing, mahjong, staffing the Museum and discussion
groups. The Group also ran its version of the Australia's Biggest Morning Tea on the Temple
Lawns and this proved very successful. Additionally, the Group participated in the annual boat
trip organised by the Council of the Ageing during Seniors’ Month in August. The Seniors' Group
appreciates the support it has received from the Northern Territory Government over the years
through its Multicultural Affairs Sponsorship Program.
CHUNG WAH SOCIETY WEBSITE
The Society’s website has been fully upgraded and modified to include many new features
such as yearly Calendar that shows the events that will occur during the year, both at the
Temple and the Society. It also shows bookings for the hall.
Anyone wishing to contact the Society by email may now do so by using the address
admin@chungwahnt.asn.au . Emails will be monitored regularly and be selectively chanelled
to the appropriate Committee member for action. Roger Lowe is our resident website
administrator.
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE AND BEAUTIFICATION
If you have been wondering who has been the driving broom behind the cleanups that have
been occurring from time to time on our grounds, I can report that it has been our very own
Patron, Dick Griffiths. He has almost singularly with help from his family and his loyal driver,
removed many a truck load of unused material, old furniture, tree cuttings and general
rubbish to the local tip. Has everyone seen how tidy the “alley” is now?
Paving of the area around the tennis court has started. Stage 1 between the court and the
Temple is completed and the next stage should be completed before Christmas. The project
has been funded by a grant of $48,000 from the NT Government Ethnic Communities Facilities
Development Program.

OTHER ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
• Night Golf Competition: Arranged by Austin Chin, the event proved very popular not
only with the golfing addicts but also by those who enjoy a social evening out trying to
be a golfer. This event was the twelfth year for the Competition and twenty eight
players took part.
• Moon Festival: As a low key event, many members and friends still enjoyed getting
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•

together on 21 September 2008 to celebrate the Moon Festival. It was a “Bring a Plate”
event which meant, as usual, a variety of different home cooked meals on offer.
However, it was necessary to supplement these with dishes from the local Chinese
restaurants.
Annual Children’s Christmas Party: Without doubt, this proved the highlight of the festive
season for our members’ children. Over 80 children met with Santa, after taking part in
organized games, playground activities and enjoying a Christmas lunch. Our special
thanks to “Aunty” Tanya and her willing helpers for organizing the event.

VALE
It is with regret that I note in this Report the passing of some long time members and supporters
of the Society
• Geoffrey Chin
• Jack Berryman
• Mary Chan
• David Gee (of Sydney and ex-President of the Chung Wah Society 1971-73 )
All of them, in their own way and time, made significant contributions to the betterment of the
Society.
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, I would like to sincerely thank the Committee as a whole for its valued support
over the last twelve months but especially Ms Donna Quong who, in her year as VicePresident, provided me with much invaluable support and advice. I am disappointed that she
is not seeking re-election for personal and work reasons but I have been assured of her
continuing interest and support. I would also like to thank the others who are retiring this year.
They have all made valuable contributions during their time and I look forward to their
continued participation in the Society’s activities.
I commend this Report to members.

Adam Lowe
President
26 September 2009
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