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N E W S L E T T E R  

Fabulous food, great entertainment, bring your spar e coins and join in the fun. 

The Chung Wah Society is holding a fund raising luncheon, with proceeds going to assist 
our good friends, the Bendigo Chinese Association and the Golden Dragon Museum.  
Funds will be distributed by these groups to members of the Chinese community who have 
been badly affected by the terrifying bushfires over the past week. 

$20 per adult, $10 for children under 12. 

Video room and activities will be provided for kids. 

Donna on 0408942056;  e: donna.quong@gmail.com 

Kathleen on 0405 505 226,  e: Kathleen.chong-fong@nt.gov.au 

Only 200 seats available.  Call now to book your pl ace.  

Help us help the Victorian bushfire victims... 

Yum Cha Brunch 
Sunday 22 March 2009 

Chung Wah Hall 11.30am – 3.30pm 
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An informal dinner will be held THIS Saturday to th ank all the 
wonderful volunteers who helped over the two very b usy 
weekends with the lion blessings all over Darwin.   

Sit back, relax, enjoy good company and good food while ex-
changing funny stories encountered during the lion dance jour-
ney.   

Soft drinks will be available but if you want something stronger, 
BYOG.  For more information call Dennis Low on 0407 725 845. 

Thank You d inner—Lion b less ings 
6pm, Saturday 21 February 

Chung Wah Hal l  

Next Committee Meeting 
A meeting of the CWS committee will be held in the Rose Room 
from 4pm to 6pm on Saturday 21 February, prior to the BBQ for 
Lion Dance volunteers. 

Any members wishing to raise an issue or idea for consideration 
are urged to call any of the committee members listed on this 
page. 

Meetings of the committee are held on the third Saturday of each 
month, starting at 4pm. 

Temple Events—March 2009 
Sunday 15 March Kwan Yin Official Service at 8am 

Sunday 29 March Buk Di Official Service at 8am 

 Ching Ming Festival 

 Official service at Memorial Chapel, 8am, 
then at Chinese Cemetery, Stuart Park 

SONY has once again offered a valuable sponsorship to the 
Chung Wah Society.    

Their contribution of $8800, announced at the recent Chinese 
New Year banquet is gratefully received and will be put towards 
the maintenance and upgrade of our landscaping and external 
areas. 

Thank you SONY. 



Drums banging, cymbals and gongs clashing and firec rackers exploding marked the begin-
ning of a very busy period for the troupe.   

Chinese New Year Celebrations 2009 
By Nathan Tam 

Events kicked off on Chinese New Years Day 
(26 January) with the eye-dotting lion awaken-
ing ceremony of the recently bought two “baby” 
lions.  

As mentioned in the last newsletter, the baby 
lions were obtained to encourage the younger 
generation to participate and perform as the 
current lions were too large and too heavy for 
the juniors.  

 What better way to start the Lunar New Year 
by welcoming to the lion family the two new 
(baby) members.  The babies did not have 
much time to rest as they joined their older 
brothers in performing at a private Chinese 
New Year function held on the same night. 

The troupe had an incredibly busy schedule 
with performances booked in nearly every day 
over a two-week period. Some of these per-
formances included: 

· The opening of new offices located in Darwin 
CBD; 

· Chief Minister’s Chinese New Year reception 
at Parliament House; 

· Various private functions around Darwin dur-
ing the CNY period; 

· Shop blessings at Casuarina Shopping 
Square; 

· Blessings throughout Darwin (held on 31  
January & 7 February); 

· Blessings conducted in Alice Springs (8-10  
February). 

 

Darwin Blessings  

The Darwin blessings were conducted over two 
weekends with the first visiting Palmerston and 
the northern suburbs while the 2nd weekend vis-
ited Darwin CBD and surrounding areas.   

The lions also did a bit of Friday late night 
shopping by conducting blessings at Casuarina 

Shopping Square.  Both weekends were very 
successful and everyone involved had a lot of 
fun. 

 

Alice Springs Blessings  

The lion made its way to the Red Centre to 
carry out blessings in Alice Springs. From 8-10 
February, the lion weaved through Alice Springs 
and brought joy and happiness everywhere it 
visited.  

The members of the troupe who travelled to Al-
ice Springs did extremely well while performing 
in 40 degree heat and putting up with the mil-
lions of flies that like to hang around while per-
forming.                           (continued over page) 

Above: Mr Sun Ki Lee & Mr Jimmy Hoe dot-
ted the eyes of our new babies. 
Below: awakening the baby lions. 
 



I would like to take this opportunity in thanking, on behalf of the 
Chung Wah Society, all the fantastic volunteers who helped 
with the lion dance blessings over the two weekends in Darwin, 
Palmerston and the northern suburbs.  Everyone from the 
dancers, musicians, bus drivers, co-coordinators, cracker peo-
ple, uniform monitors, lunch delivery people, EVERYONE IN-
VOLVED, you all played an important role in ensuring the 
blessings were carried out on time (well, we tried to!) and re-
gardless of the weather conditions (we had some very wet 
days!). 

The core performing troupe soldiered on performance after per-
formance with aching bodies and ringing in the ears, but each and every individual gave their every-
thing to ensure the performances and blessings went on without a hitch and that the people of Dar-
win and Alice Springs got to see a fantastic array of musical and acrobatic talents that tie in with the 
art of lion dancing.  

David and I would like to thank each and every mem-
ber of the core performing troupe for putting up with 
us and all the hard work and long hours, together 
with the blood, sweat, and tears put in during this 
extremely busy period.  Thank you guys and girls, 
you know who you are! 

For further information regarding the CWS 
Dragon & Lion Dance Troupe, whether it is about 
arranging a performance, blessing, or training, ple ase contact: 

David Chin – 0412 453 488 

Nathan Tam – 0411 478 639 

CNY Celebrations 2009 (cont.) 

Above:Alice Springs—teaching kids 
about our culture 

Help our environment, reduce your paper 
waste, and get timely updates by registering 
now to receive Chung Wah Newsletters and 
Alerts by Email.  

There are many members who do not have 
regular access to email, and those who just 
like receiving mail.   So we will continue to 
make hard copy newsletters and send them 
through the mail to you until you register your 
preference to receive all alerts by Email.   

Allowing the Chung Wah to email you (for 
Chung Wah business only) will also mean 
that you get timely updates on any event that 
is occuring.   

Sometimes, we have information that is rele-
vant to all, but as we only do a monthly 
newsletter, it is often too late for us to notify 
members. We also find that members forget 
to tell us of their change of address!  An 
email newsletter is quick to read, easy to 
file, and cheaper for our organisation too!! 

 Your email address will NOT be provided to 
any external organisation for use.  

 To register your preference to receive Alerts 
and Newsletter by Email, please email 
donna.quong@gmail.com 

Help us go Green! 



Visit our new look website today 

www.chungwahnt.asn.au  
Many thanks to Roger Lowe for coordinating the update process and Eva Pettifor of Darwin Web De-
sign for her patience with our committee  

The Chinese New Year 
Banquet comes home 

The Year of the Ox Chung Wah Chinese New Year Banqu et came back to its “home” this year. 

This immensely popular event again proved to 
be a premier function on the CWS calendar with 
more than 200 guests filling the Chung Wah 
Hall. 

It was all ably organised by Tina Griffiths, 
Daryl Chin and a raft of helpers who worked 
tirelessly to make the banquet a huge success. 

Many grateful thanks to all involved. 

Special mention also to Geoff Cussen for the 
great music and Danny Yeum of Tasty House 
and staff for the amazing dinner. 

There were many, many highlights: 

Donna Quong’s smooth emceeing and fun Ox 
games. 

The incredible Lion Dancers and their nimble 
footwork around the tables. 

Warm and welcome speeches by the Chief Min-
ister and the Opposition Leader. 

And the presentation of a gift by Mr Ma and Mr 
Mao of the Chinese Consulate in Canberra to 
CWS president Adam Lowe. 

All of this, of course, would not be able to hap-
pen without the wonderful support of our spon-
sors: 

Alfreds  for the camphor wood chest, artwork 
and other prizes. 

Happy Gardens Chinese Restaurants  in 
Parap and Rapid Creek for two $100 gift vouch-
ers. 

SONY for the numerous small giveaways on the 
evening. 

And new sponsor, Chemist Warehouse  for 
their $100 gift voucher. 

For these very generous donations we whole-
heartedly thank all our sponsors. 

And finally, to all those CWS members and sup-
porters who continue to support the banquet 
every year. 

We’re planning to put some photos of the night 
on our website soon.  

We hope you had a great time and Goong Hee 
Fatt Choy to you all.  



Contact Us 
 

GPO Box 1801, Darwin NT 0801; (25 Woods Street, Darwin NT 0800); 
Ph: 89410898 (CWS Hall); Fax: 8941 0898 

eMail (General Business):donna@chungwahnt.asn.au; or Camille@chungwahnt.asn.au 
eMail (Lion Dance Troupe): cwsliondance@internode.on.net: Website: chungwahnt.asn.au 

Membership News 

A very happy 80th birthday for 
Norma Fong Lim (nee Chin) 
this month, 

Aunty Norma celebrated with 
close friends and family at the 
Loong Fong Restaurant in 
Nightcliff. 

Guests included her brothers 
and sister, niece and nephew 
from Sydney and the Gold 
Coast, daughter Michele from 
the USA and, of course, local 
rellies and friends. 

The partying, we’re told, went 
on for days. 

Here’s a picture of Aunty N as 
a slip of a girl at 18 (below) 

A hearty welcome to Robert 
and Pam MacLeod of Palm-
erston as our newest mem-
bers. 

Most of you would know, of 
course, that Robert is the 
Mayor of Palmerston and has 
been a strong supporter of the 
Chung Wah Society. 

We’re delighted to have him 
and Pam as members. 

 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

Do you know someone  who’d 
like to be more involved in the 
Chinese community of Dar-
win? 

Do you know someone who’s 
interested in the history of 
Darwin? 

The Chung Wah Society is 
always happy to welcome new 
members. 

And the benefits are great, 
from social and sporting 
events to special functions. 

Contact any committee mem-
ber to find out more or go onto 
our website at 
www.chungwahnt.asn.au 

Tidbits and news from the lives of our members... 



 
Book now! Don’t miss out! 

 
YUM CHA BRUNCH 
Sunday 22 March 2009 

Proceeds to those affected by 
the Victorian bushfires. 

 
Email: 

Donna.quong@gmail.com or 
Kathleen.chong-fong@nt.gov.au 

for tickets 
 

$20 per adult 
$10 per children under 12 

BYOG 
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